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An A& to prevent Walle and Deffrudion of Pine
or other Timber Trees, on certain referved and
ungranted Lands in this Province.

M*UPX HEREAS His Majefly has been pleafed to referve,
w y andfet apartfeveral Traès of Land within this Pro-

vince, for thefpecial Purpofe offrcuring to the Crown,
Xeg > ya Perpetual Fund for the Supply of Mafs and Ship

7Iiimber for the Royal Navy, particularly all thole
Lands on St. John's River above the prefent Settlements, and the
Zj7andof Cape Breton.

In Order therefore, that thefam'e be efeélual/y fecured againßi
any Wafe or TrefpaJs.

I. Be it EnaéJed, by the Governor, Council and 4/fmbly, That
if any Perfon fhall fpoil, cut down, or any otherwife injure, or
defiroy any Pines of any Dimenfions whatever, or any other Tim-
ber Trees, growing on the afore-recited referved and ungranted
Lands, or <hall caufe the fame to be done, or <hall tn down,
or carry off any Tree fit for a Maft, from the faid Prenifes for
every Tree fo cut or carried off, and for each and every Offence,
1or without having firfi obtained a Licenfe therefor, frorm the Go-
vernor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in Chief, for the
Time being, cGrtifying that the faid Pine Trees, and Timber fo
to be cut, are for the fole Ufe of His Majefly and for no other
Purpofe. Al fuch Perfons being duly conviéled of the Wafte
and Trefpafs aforefaid, he or they <hall forfeit and pay to His
Majefly a Fine not exceeding One Hundred Pounds on due Con-
viéion thereof, before any of His Majefty's Courts of Record,
in any County within this Province, by Aaion of Debt, Bill, Plaint,
or Information, one Half of the faid Fine to be paid to the In-
former, the other-Half to His Majefiy for the Ufe of the Province.

II. And 6e itfurther Ena ged, That if fuch Offender on due
Conviaion, íball be unable to pay fuch Fine, that it fhall and may
be lwful for fuch Court, before which theConviaion fhall be made
to imprifon fuch Offender, for the Space of Six Months vithout
bail or Mainprize.

111. And Whereas the fettingfirr to any Wood Lands, is often at-
tended with great Deßirudion of Tinber Trees and otherwife de-

froys andprevents their Growth; Be it Ena&ed, by the Autbority
4forefaid, That if any Perfon fhall purpofely & malicioufly fet fire
to any Places within the Limits of the aforefaid referved & tingrant-
éd Territoies, and thcreby deflroy any of the young G-rowth, or
Timber Trees thereon, upon due Conviéaion before his Majefiy ' s
SupremeCourt, Court of Affize and General Goal Dclivery, fuch
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on convia fi al Crime <hall be adjudged Felony, and futh Perfon fo conviaed
ufaer as a Feton. fhall fuffer as a Felon.
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IV. Provîded, That noti.ing in this A& fhail be confArued to
extend to fuch Fire Wood and underwood as is comrnánly ufed
in the Fifhery, and <hall bc within Half a Mile of the &Sa Shore.
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Àn A for admitting Depoftions de ben r of
Witneffes aged, Infirm, and otherwife unable to
iravel, and of Witneffes departing fron thPro.-
Vince.

. .* E it Ena5ed, by the Governor, Councif and Afembly,

. B .* That when it fhall fo happen that any of the Witneffes
. * which Ihalt be judged neceffary to be producedon the

.g-- .sTrial ofany Caufe between Party and Party; fhall be
infirm, aged, or otherwife unable to travel; or when anly fich
Witnefs or Evidence is o-liged to leave the ·Provincei it fhàll axid
pray be tawful for any One of the Judges of the Court where the
Caufe isto be tried, on due Notice given 'to the adveife Party tô
be prefènt (if he fees fit)- to take the Depofition of fúch Iafirm or
-aged Perfon, or Perfons unable to tÉàve, or who is obliged fô
leave the Province, and fueh Depôfitionslb taken a4d e.ertified
ederthèHa1nandSaisiethe f~1 Jzi6 enfeldtíp, and
dire&ed to fuch Court, fhall be rcceived as legal Evidence in fuclh
Caufe.

-II.JL Prcvided, ThatýProof be made on Oath, that kdue Notice
was givét to the adverfe Party of the Time and Place of taking
fuch Deyolitions.

III.. -'.dprovided never6th1i, That if fuch Witneffes <hall
at the Time of the Trial of the Caufe, be in the Province, or able
to travelthey lhall be required to give their Teftimony viva voce,
at fuch Tria;1 in the fame Manàer, as if fuch Depofitions had not
been taken.

IV. Provided alfo, That all Benefit of Exception to'the Credit
of fuch Deponents flall be referved in the lame Maqper as on
producing Witneffes for Examination, viva voce, at the Trial.

V. T nd e i' Enaôled, That ey (og of the Ffef-ion of
the Peoç ted Qalkers, wlo £hall be reoired to take an ath
as àforefak-, fhall infiead of an Oath be itted to make his
r bMArmation.
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