
Anno Decimo Regis GEORGI III. CAP. 1.

At the GENE RAL A$SEMBLY of the Province
of Nova Scotia, begun> and holden at
Halifax, on the Sixth Day of Yue,

I 770, in the Tenth Year of the Reign
of Our Sovereigri Lord GEORGE the
Third, of Great Britain, France, and
Ire/and, KING, Defende- of the Faith,

Pc. being the Firif Seffion of the Fifth
GENERAL ASSEMBLY convened in the
faid Province.

C A P. I.

An ACT for the Settiement of the Poor in the feve-
rai Tqwnfhips withir, this P"ovince.

i H E R E A S it is nece/zry tbAt the Poor in this Province
w /hould have fomefixed Place of Seulement, to prevent their
wandering about the Country, ana that the Towns to which

XUZÏÂ they do not properly belong, Jhould not be put to the Ex-
pence of fupporting them; Be it EnaJed by the Governor, Council,
and /fmbly, That from. and after the Publiòation hereof, no
town or Townfhip within this Province, fhall be obliged tô
maintain any poor Perfon or Perfons, unlefs fuch Perfon or Per1
fons be a Native of fudh Town or Townfhip, or have ferved an
Apprenticefhfi, or ,have.lived as an hired Servant one whole.
Year, next be ore fuch Perfons Application for Relief, or have
executed forme publick annual Office, or fhall have been affeffed
and paid his or her Share of the Taxes for the Poor of fuch Place,
or any publick Taxes during one whole Year, at one Time.

IL. And it is 6ereby declared and Enaled That every Perfon
within the faid Defcriptions fhall' be intitled to a Settlement in
the refpedive Towns or Townfhips wherein fuch Perfon or Per-
fons fhall be fo qualified as aforefaid.

III. And 6e it further Enaôled, That any Perfon or Perfons
who fhall apply to the Overfeers of the Poorfor Relief, not hav-
ing. obtained ai lawful Settlement in the Townfhip, fhall be re
quired to declare on Oath before one of His Majefty's Juftices of
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the Peace for the faidTownfhip or County wherein fuch Townfhip
fhall be, bis, her or their laftplace of Refidence; and if they are found
to have gained any lawful Settlement within this Province, a truc
Copy of the faid Declaration, attefled by the faid Overfeers of the
Poor, and certified by the faid Juffice of Peace, together with the

Overreers or die Amount of Expence incurred, fhall be tranfimitted to the Over-
perf)ns belonging feer of the Poor of the Townfnip vo which the faid Perfon or Per-
to Townihip whcre fons fhall belono, and in cafe they refufe or negled to remove the
they ferve. faid Perfon or Ierfons, and pay the Fxpences incurred, it <hall

and may be lawful for any Twc of His Majefly's Juftices of the

In default, j Juf- Peace for the County or Townfhip where fuch Perfon or Perfons
tices by Warrant have becorne chargeable, by a Warrant under their Hands and
to caufe fuch Per- Seals, to caufe him, her. or them to be removed to theTownfhip
fons to bc isemo-heTw hi
ved, where they laft obtained a lawful Seulement, and the Overfeers

of the Poor are hereby required to receive fuch Perfon or Perfons,
and to pay fuch Sum and -iums of Money as fhall have been ne-

And the overeers ceffarily expended as aforefaid, to the Overfeers of the Poor of
to pay ail Charges. the Townfhip from whence fuch Perfon or Perfons have beei

If fuch Overfeers removed ; Provided always, That in cafe fuch Overfeer or Over-

,ave not Money in feers of the Poor, thaill not have Money in their Hands where-
iheir Hands, to With to anfwer faid Expence, fuch Overfeer or Overfeers fhall
lnd chargeid ftand charged therewit", until the ncxt Affeffment to be madetherewith until zext
Aireffinent. on the Townfhip to which iuch poor Perfon (hall belong.

IV. And6e it alfo Ena5le, That it fhill and may be lawful
for any two of His Majefty's Jufliies of the Peace, on Complaint

Two laices of the Overfeers of the Poor, to bind out any Peifon or Perfons,
bind out Perfons who fhall be found begging or ftrolling about, for any Term not
begging or rltulling exceeding one Year.

S .&4 V. And be it ai/o furtber Enagled, That the Father and Grand-

Will. & Mar Father, Mother and Grand-Mother, and the Children and
Cap. 1. Grand-Children, feverally and refpedively, of every poor, old,

Poor old blind, blind, lame, and impotent Perfon, or other poor Perfons not able
lame, and impotent to work, being of fufficient Ability, fhall at his, her, or their
Perfons, to be re- Charges and Expences, relieve and maintain every fuch poor

lieved by their Pa.
rents or Children, Perfon as aforefaid, in fuch Manner as the Jullices of the Peace

at their General or Quarter Sefions fhall order and dired, on the

in Manner as by Penalty of forfeiting and paying Five Shillings for each Perfon fo
Seffiions fhall beor- ordered to be relieved, for every Week they fhall fail therein, to
-dried. be fued for, levied and recovered in the ufual Manner, and to be

applied for the Ufe of the Poor.

VI. And Whereas itfometimes happens, that Perfons run away,
or abfcond from their Places of Abode and legal Settlement, and
leave their Wives and Families a Charge to the Public; although
fuch Perfons may have fome Efiate real or perfonal, whereby the
Place might be eafed in whole or in Part, which is moft.juft and

Eng. Stat. 5 Go. i. reafonable; Be it therefore Enaaled, That it fhall and may be law-
a.8- ful for the Overfeer or Overfeers of the Poor of any Town<hip

within



within this Province, where any Hufband or Father ihall abfent Lant, Teneients

from, and forfake his Wife and Children, or any Widow fhall and EfFceas nf Pa-

abfent from, and forfake her Children, and leave themi a public entsior Wb l;
Charge ; to apply to two Juffices of the Peace, and by Warrant dren or W ves, li-

under the Hands and Seals of the faid two Juftices, tô take and able Co be taken for

feize the Goods and Chattels, and let out and receive the annual their Maintenance.

Rents and Profits of the Lands and Tenements of fuch Hufband; Overeers of the

Father, or Mother fo abfconding as aforefaid, for and towards jutes.
the maintaining; bringing up, and providing for fuch Wife, Child,
or Children fo left as aforefaid, and fo focn as the faid Seizure
fhall be allowed of, and confirmed by the Jnffices in their General Seiiure to be ai

or _ý r be awfu forthelow'd by Seffions.
or «~7arter S'fons of the Peace, it fhall and may belawful for the
faid Overfeers, cr any two of them from Time to Time, and as
the Cafe may require, to fell and difpofe of fo much and fo many Overfeers then to

of the faid Goods and Chattels at Public Sale, to the higheft Bid- fenl and oifeofe of

der, and to apply the Money arifiig thereby towards the Main- an a

tenance of fuch poor Family fo left as aforefaid.

VII. Anal be itfureher Enaîled, That in cafe of the Death of "°ceafed o ae

the Parents of any Child or Children, who have gained a Settle- gained aSeutrement,

ment in any Townfhi· as aforefaid, all and every fuch Child or to be fappoutcd.

Children, fhall be fWported by fuch Town or Townfhip where-
in the Parents fo gained a Settlement.

VIII. And he it ÈnaJled, That if any Town or Townfhip, or .rowifhps ci, Pr-
Perfon or Perfons whatfoever; fhall think themfelves aggrieved by fons aggrieved may

any Proccedings had in Virtue of this Ad, fuch Town or Town- aPpeal to the ser-

fhip, Perfon or Perfons, may appeal for Redrefs to the next Ge-
neralor Qarter Sej/Ans of the Peace held for the County wherein
fuch Town or Townfhip fhall be, or wherein fuch Perfon or Per-
fons fhall refide ; and the jufnices thereof are hereby required and
impowered to hear and determine all and every fuch Appeal or
Complaint, and to give Redrefs as they in their Judgment fhalt
think equitable, and fuch their Order and Judgment fhall be
final and bind all Parties.

C A P. IL

An A& in further Amendment of and Addition to
an Ad made in the third Year of His prefent Ma-
jeffy's Reign, intitled An Ad to enable thefeveral
7TownJhips within this Province to maintain their Poor.

H E R E A S the re/lraining the Inhabitants of thefeveral
TownJhips in this Province, to meet on/y once a rear in order
to make Provi/ionfor their Poor, isfoundvery inconvenient;
Be it Enaqcd by the Governor, Council, and Aèmby,

That
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