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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on 
Tuesday the 28th day of May 1765, in the Fifth Year of His Majesty’s Reign, and there 
continued by several Prorogations until the eighteenth day of June, 1768, in the Eighth Year 
of His said Majesty’s Reign; being the Sixth Session of the Fourth General Assembly convened 
in the said Province. 
 
8 George III – Chapter 9 (Session 1) 
 
An Act in further Addition to and in Amendment of an Act made and passed in the Thirty 
Fourth Year of his late Majesty’s Reign, intitled, An Act for appointing Commissioners of 
Sewers.  
 
Whereas in an Act made and passed in the thirty fourth year of his late Majesty’s reign, 
intitled An Act for appointing Commissioners of Sewers, it is amongst other things enacted, 
“that the commissioners of sewers shall be impowered to meet and convene together from 
time to time, as occasion may require, to view, consider, consult, and continue such ways 
and methods for building and repairing such dykes and wears, as are necessary to prevent 
inundations, and for drowning and draining of swamps and other unprofitable grounds, and 
to employ workmen and labourers for such reasonable wages as may be agreed on for 
effecting the premisses, and from time to time, to assess the tax all such persons as may or 
shall be owners of such meadows, marshes, or such unprofitable swamps or lands aforesaid 
towards the charge thereof.” And whereas many of the commissioners of sewers complain 
that assessing the owners of such lands as aforesaid, by no means answers the intention 
proposed by said Act, as labourers cannot be hired in lieu of such owners of lands at 
aforesaid, whereby it may happen that large quantities of corn or grass on the marsh lands, 
may be greatly damaged or utterly spoiled by the sea overflowing the same, for want of 
immediate labour, to the great loss and discouragement of the industrious farmer, and to 
the detriment of the Province; For remedy whereof, be it enacted by the Lieutenant 
Governor, Council, and Assembly, that from and after the publication hereof, each and every 
owner or possessor of marsh lands in any township, district, or place, within this Province, 
(where commissioners of sewers are appointed) shall in all common cases, either in raising 
new or repairing old dykes, or ditching or draining lands, attend either by himself or provide 
a sufficient labourer with proper tools, to work at the time and place appointed by the said 
commissioners of sewers, agreeable to the rules and regulations made for that purpose; and 
when it shall happen that any owner or possessor of any such marsh lands in any township, 
district, or place, shall have, occupy, or receive, the produce of a greater quantity of said 
lands than one right or share, in such marsh, that then and in such case every owner or 
possessor shall furnish a number of labourers in proportion to their respective quantities of 
lands, as agreed on by the commissioners of sewers: And where it may be necessary to 
employ oxen or carts, for the more expeditiously carrying on their work, each and every 
owner or possessor of such lands, who have oxen or carts, shall in like manner be obliged to 
attend with, or send such oxen or carts for the work aforesaid, and in the aforesaid 
proportion, in lieu of labourers. 
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II. Provided always that such owner or possessor of such lands to be dyked or drained, 
shall have at least six days notice of the time and place where such work is required to be 
done, by one or more of the commissioners of sewers, or by some person appointed by 
them for that purpose. 
 
III. And be it further enacted, that in case of any sudden breach in any dyke, or where any 
breach is likely to be made or inundation occasioned by storms, high tides, or otherwise, 
each and every owner or possessor of land within such dykes shall immediately, on notice 
being given by any one or more of the commissioners of sewers or persons appointed by 
them, repair to the place directed, with proper tools, to labour and use their utmost 
endeavours to repair such breach or place likely to be a breach; and shall continue to work 
from day to day on the same, so long as the commissioners of sewers shall judge it 
absolutely necessary, for preserving the land and produce within such dyke from damage. 
 
IV. And be it also enacted, that if any owner or possessor of any marsh or dyke lands within 
any township, district, or place within the province as aforesaid, shall neglect or refuse to 
attend and labour, or to send a sufficient number of labourers at the time and place to be 
appointed by the commissioners of sewers as aforesaid, in proportion to the quantity of land 
in his or their possession, (due notice having been given as aforesaid) each and every 
delinquent owner or possessor of such lands shall forfeit and pay, over and above their 
assessment or tax to be made by virtue of the aforementioned Act, the sum of five shillings 
for every day's neglect or refusal for each and every labourer such owner or possessor of 
such land ought to have sent. And if such owner or possessor of such lands shall neglect or 
refuse to attend and labour, where any sudden breach shall happen, or be likely to happen 
to any such dykes, on immediate notice given to such owner or possessor, such delinquent 
owner or possessor shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten shillings for each day’s neglect, for 
each and every person which should have been sent by him, and so in like proportion for 
oxen and carts; to be recovered by Warrant of Distress, on conviction before any one of His 
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the county where the offence shall be committed, and for 
want of goods and chattels to satisfy such distress and charges, the lands of such delinquent, 
or so much as shall be sufficient, shall be held and let out by said Justice until the produce 
thereof shall amount to the fine and charges so levied, in the same manner as is directed by 
law for a delinquent’s proportion of assessments or taxes for making and repairing dykes; 
and the monies arising from such fines to be paid into the hands of the commissioners of 
sewers to be appropriated for the making and repairing dykes, in the township, district, or 
place, where the same shall be recovered. 
 
 


