An A& for the Amendment of an A& intitlcd,'
An At concerming Marriages and Divorce,

and for punifbing Incefl and Adultery, and de-
claring Polygamy to be Felony.

%@ HEREA S by a Claule in an A& made and paficd 1n the
@ g 1 hity fecond Year of His late Majefty's Reign, intitled

E% An A concerning Marriages and Divorce, and for punifbing
: Inceff and Aaultery, and declaring Polygamy to be Felony,
it is Enacted, * That no Marriage fhall be declared null and void, ex-
““ cept for the Caufe of Impotence, or of Kindied within the Degrees
“ prohibited in an A¢t made in the Thirty fecond Year of King Henry
« the Eighth intitled, An A& concerning Precontracts, and touching
“ Degrees of Confanguinity; and that no Decree for Divorce (hall be
“ granted for any other than the two foregoing and the two following
« Caufes, viz. That of Adultery, and that of wilful Defertion and
« witholding neceflary Maintenance for three Years together ; inany of
« which Calfes every Perfon fuing for a Divorce, (hall be 1ntitled to a

Decree for that purpofe, to be obtained from the Governor, or
¢« Commander in Chief for the Time being, and His Majelty’s Council

« who fhall have full Power and Authority to grant the fame.” Which

Claufe has been found to be inconfiftent with the Laws of England.

Be it therefore Enalted by the Homourable tie Commander in Cbief,
the Council, and Affembly, That the Caules for which Marriages fhall be
declared null and void, fhall be in all Caufes of Impotence, of Precon-
tract and Kindred within the Degrees prohibited in an Act made in the
Thirty fecond Year of King HENRY the Eighth, intitled, AnACF concerning
Precontralts, and touching Degrees ¢f Confanguinity, of Adultery, and
of Cruelty, and for none other Caules w hatfoever.

Provided that nothihg herein contained, fhall be of any Force or
Effect untill His Majefty’s pleafure fhall be further known herein.
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