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jelty’s Reign, and th
by Prorogation untill Wednefdgy
the Firft Day of Auguft 1759, 1n
the 33* Year of His Majefty’s Reign.

For regulating and maimntaining an Houfe of Cor-
rection or Work-Houfe within the Town of
Halifax, and for binding out Poor Children.

0t HERE AS by an At of the General Affembly of this
- 7a Province, intitled An A& for erelting an Houfe of Correction
5 dls or Work-Houfe within the Town of Halifax, made and

$.803BdS pafled at their Seffion begun and bolden at Hal\fax the Second Day
o/ October, One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Fifty Eight ; The Sum of Five

Hundred Pounds of the Monzes thenin the Treafury of the Province, colleéted

for the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, was appropriated for erefling an
Houfe of Correltion or Work-Houfe within the Tewn of Halifax. .

Ft '

Be



{203 3

Be it enalted by His Excellency the Governor, Council, and AY-

fembly, and by the Authority of the [ame 1t is bereby enacted, That the
Overfeers of the Poor of the Town of Halifax be, and accordingly they
lereby are authorized and impowered, when and fo {oon as the faid Houfe
¢/ Correéfion fhall be built and finifhed, to agree with fome difcreet and fit
Perfons to be the Mafter and Keeper, and needfull Afliftants for the Care of
the {ame; and to provide, as there fhall be Occafion, fuitable Materials,
Tools, and Implements, neceflary and convenient for keeping to work
fuch Perfons as may be committed to the faid Houfe ; and generally, to
infpe¢t and dire¢t the Affairs of the faid Houfe; and from Time to Time,

to make fuch Rules and Orders as they fhall judge beft for the zood
Government thereof.

And be it further enaled, That it {hall and may be lawfull for the
Juftices of the Peace in their General Seffions, or for any one Juftice of the
Peace out of Court, to {end and commit to the faid Hou/e of Corretion,
to be kept, governed, and punithed according to the Rules and Orders
thereof, all diforderly and idle Perfons, and fuch who fhall be found beg-
ging, or prattifing any unlawfull Games, or pretending to Fortune-telling,
common Drunkards, Perfons of lewd Behaviour, Vagabonds, Runaways,
ftubborn Servants and Children, and Perfons whe notorioufly mifpend their
Time to the Neglec and Prejudice of their own or their Family’s Sup-
port ; upon due Conviction of any of the faid Offences or Diforders.

And be it furtber enaéled, That the Mafter or Keeper of the faid Houfe
of Correction, (hall have Power and Authority to fet all fuch Perfons as
(hall be duly fent or committed to his Cuftody, to work and labour, if
they be able, for fuch Time as they fhall continue and remain in the {aid
Houfe ; and to punith them by putting Fetters and Shackles upon them, if
neceflary, and by moderate whipping, not exceeding Ten Stripes at once,
which (unlefs the Warrant of Commitment fhall otherwife dire@) fhall
be inflicted at their firft coming in, and from Time to Time afterwards,
at his Difcretion, in Cafe of their being ftubborn or idle, and negleCting
to perform fuch reafonable Tafks as fhall be affigned them, and to abridge
them of their Food, as the Cafe may require, untill they be reduced to
better Behaviour,

And be it further enaled, That no Perfon committed to the faid
Houfe of Correltion, fhall be chargeable to the Government for any Allow-
ance, either at going in or coming out, or during the Time of their A-
bode there :  But fhall be maintained out of their Earnings, and the Re-
mainder thereof fhall be accounted for, by the Mafter or Keeper of
the faid Houfe; who fhall keep an exa@& Account thereof, and render

the fame upon Oath, if required, to the faid Owerfeers when de-
manded,

And be it further enalfled, That if any Perfon or Perfons committed to
the laid Heuf- of Correétion be Idiots, or Lunatic, or Sick and weak, and
unable to work, they fhall be taken Care of and relieved by the Malfter or
Keeper of the faid Houfe, who thall keep an exa® Account of what Char-
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ges he (hall neceflirily be at therein; to be rendered to the faid Overfeers,
npon Oath, 1f demanded.

And be it further enacled, That the Pay of the Mafter or Keeper of the
{ard Houfe of Correction, and the Charge for any Materials, Tools, or
Implements purchafed as beforementioned, or arifing by the Relief of
Pcrlons unable to work, and other neceflary Expences of the faid Hou/e,
{hall be defrayed out of the Surplus of the Earnings of the Labour done
in the faid Houfe, if the fame fhall be fufficient therefor; or otherwife,
{hall be advanced out of Money in the Treafury of the Province, to beif-
fued by Warrant under the Hand and Seal of the Governor or Comman-
der in Chief for the Time being, and His Majefty’s Council of this Pro-
vince ; to be reimburfed to the faid Treafury out of {fuch Profits as may
afterwards arife as aforefaid.

And be it further enacted, That the-faid Overfeers of the Poor {hall
take Order fiom Time to Time, by and with the Confent of Two or
more Juftices of the Peace for the County of Halifax, for fetting to work
the Children of all fuch, whofe Parents {hall not, by the faid Overfeers,
or the greater Part of them, be thought able to keep or maintain them,
or any poor Orphans; or by Indenture to bind any fuch Children or
Orphans as aforefaid, to be Apprentices, where they fhall fee convenient,
till fuoch Man Child fhall come to the Age of Twenfy One Years, and
{fuch Woman Child to the Age of Eighteen Years, or the Time of her
Marriage ; thefame to be as effectual to all Purpofes as if fuch Child were
of full Age, and by Indenture of Covenant had bound him or herfelf.
Provided always, That one of the Conditions of faid Indentures fhall be,
that if the faid Mafter or Miftrefs of faid Apprentice or other Perfon to
whom faid Indenture may be afligned, fhall tranfport or carry faid Ap-
prentice out of this Province, to refide or dwell in any other Colony or
Plantation, that then the faid Indenture fhall be void and of none Effec,
and the faid Apprentice fhall thenceforth be difcharged from any further
Service to his faid Mafter, Miftrefsor Affigns. Provided alfo, That the
Children maintained and fupported in the Orpban- Houfe at the Expence of
the Crown, fhall remain and be under the Dire@ion of the Governor as
heretofore, and bound out in fuch manner as he fhall erder and direc.
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