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An ACT for Eﬁablifhing_ and Regulating a
MILITT 4

HE R E A4S by His M"f{/ff‘ Royal Inftruftions to bis
Saire xSy Exceliency the Governor of this Province, be is direcled to

”f%?'.i&}?*%
7 aff?--i‘é caufe a Militia to be effablifbed as Joon as poffible: Anp
Jsigst WHEREAS the Security and Prefervation of this Province
DI CS Bt greatly depends upon the [aid Militia being put into Methods
DD Dty and under fuch Rules as may make the Jame moft ufeful /a;'
the Support and Defence thereof, and that the Inbabitants
fhould be well armed and trained up 1n the Art Military, as well for the

Honour and Service of His moft Sacred Majefly, and the Security of this
His Province, againft any Violence or Invafion whatfoever, as for tbe Pre-
Jervation of their cwn Lives and Fortunes, and that every Perfon may knew

bis Duty berein, andbe cbligedto perform the [ame :
B E 1t enalied by bis Excellency the Governor, Council, and Affembly, and
by the Authority of the fame it is bereby enafted, That from and after

the fir/t Day of December, 1758. All Male Perfons, Planters, and Inha-
bitants and their Servants, between the Ages of Sixteen and Sixty, refiding

in and belonging to this Province, fhall bear Arms and duly "attend all
Mufters and Military Exercifes of their refpetive Companies where they

fhall be inl fted or belong, allowing three Months Time to every Son after
coming to jixfeen Years of Age, and every Servant fo long after his Time
Is out, to provide themiclves with Arms agnd Ammunition,
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And the Clerk of each Company, once a Quarter Yearly, fhall take an
exact Lift of all Perfons living within the Precinés of fuch Company, and
prefent the fame to the Captain or chief Officer, on pain of forferting
Forty Shillings for each Detault, to be paid to the Captain or chief Officer
to the-Ule of the Company, aad in Cafe of Non-payment to be levied by
Diftrefs and S:le of the Offenders Goods, by Virtue of a Warrant from

the Captain or chief Officer, who is hereby impowered to grant the fame.

That every Perfon inlifted in any Company, fhall fo continue and attend
all Duty in fuch Company, or otherwife fuffer the Penalty by Law provid-
ed, untl orderly ditmiffed or removed out of the Town or Precin(t of fucfh
Company, and in Cafe of Removal into the precinct of another Company 1 -
the ame Town, to produce a Certificateunder the Hand ofthe Captain or

chief Officer of the Precinét whereunto he is removed, th;t he isinlifted th«:rlc:f
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e ovided with proper .nd fufficient Fire Arms,
Fuzil, not lefs than three Feet long 1N
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:li“}l}:,r]:hcllo (wo [pare Flints, .nd Twelve Charges of qu;def andf If}ilcl
"bllc tc; their refpective Fire Arms, and to the Satisfaction O

Cox Company to which- he belongs, on Penalty

v eenilBon - Off f th . _
Commiflion Ofhcers of the e Moeog s i hérely required, o THD

o Forty Sbillings for want of 1 red,
gfu’//f;j: for Cgc}l other defective Appurtenant, and t.he like Sum for
‘ Weeks he fhall fo remain unprovndcd or deficient : The Fine to

Parents for their Sons under Age and under their Command,

(ters or Heads of Families for their Domefticks or Servants, O=
. to be levied on the Goods and Chattels of

¢ Offenders, their Parents or Mafters, by Warrant under the

Hand and Seal of one or more of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for_thé
County wherein he Offence fhall be committed, and for want of {ufficient

Diftrefs, fuch Offender or Offenders to fuffer ome Munth Impriionment and.-
hard Labour.

That Regimental Mufters Mhall be made once in every Six Months, -
or as often as fhall be required by the Governor or Commander in Chief of
this Province for the Time being, and every Captain or Chief Officer of
any Company or Regiment, fhall be obliged, on Penalty of Five Pounds,
to draw forth his Company, or caufe them to be drawn forth once every
Three Months and no more, to exercife them in Motions, the Ufe of

Arms, and Shooting at Marks, or other Military Exercifes, which every
Perfon liable to be trained, having three Days Notice thereof, and not

appearing and attending the fame, fhall, £ :
Fine of Five Shillings. . ame, fhall, for each ‘Day’s Neglect, pay 2

That the Commiffion Officers of an : '
' y Company, or the major Part of
:)}:lcm,Tmz{y.ordcr the corre¢ting and punifhing Diforders ané Contcmgt
a Traning Day, or on a Watch; the Punifhment not being greater

than Commitment to hard : .
Fite Shillings Finc_o' ard Labour, notexceeding Forty Eight Hours, or

. T o . ;
. f:;}t, tI])lerCcc S bt:i ﬂ?xlzﬁary Watches appointed and kept at fuch Times.
Governor or Co " u[;:d Numbfrs’ and under fuch Regulations ?‘1”
fhall appoint ; n:]ma er in Chief of this Province for the Tim as the
hall by thcr’n?el;v that all Perfons able of Bolly, end that ltm':f being
fattion of the Co;i’ or fome proper Perfon in their Stead b Ag_c,
manding Officer of the Watch atten d’ t;:)e tfhc Satis-
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Every Militia Soldier T

eleting to attend Militac:‘r ghcr s 11.11:316_ oy LTS -
st 4 y Exercifes on Training Days, or Milit W

1¢s, that (hall not pay or have any Eftate to be found whereo -
Fine, 1t fhall be in the Power of the Captain or chief Oﬁr]}ctc(;slc‘gy -
{(qump;lnyf on the next Training Day after fuch Negle®, (he notoha{vu“d.l
atished the Clerk) to punith him for fuch Offence by Comrnitmcntms
hard Lapoq_r, not exceeding Five Days; and if fucha Delinquent fh;?l
ab('enE hlmlclf: the Second Day, without giving {ufficient Reafon to th
Captain or chief Ofhcer for fuch Abfence, it fhall be in the Power of th:
chief Officer of the Company to direct a Warrant to any of the Conftables
- of the Town wherein the faid Offence thall be committed requiring him
to app:'ehend fuch Delinquent, and bring him into the Ficid that hg ma
be punithed as by this Law is provided; and all Conftables ;rc hereby rc)-:

quired to execute fuch Warrants accordingly.

That the Perfons hqcaﬁ:er named be exempted from all Trainings, ci;
cept fuch as {hall receive Commiflions in the Militia, viz. The Members

of His Majefty’s Council, the Members of the Aflembly for the Time be-
ing, the chief Juftice, and other Judges of Courts, Jufticesof the Peace,
Attorney General, Treafurer of the Province, Regifter of the Province, chief
Surveyvor of Lands, Naval-Officer, and his Deputy or Clerk, the Secre-
tary, Minifters, Provoft-Marfhal, Field Officers, the Colle&tor and Surveyor
of His Majefty's Cuftoms, and the Waiter, conftant Ferry-Men, one
Miller to each Grit-Mill, conftant Herdimen, and Lame Perfons or other-
wife difabled in Body, producing a Certificate thereof fiom two able

Chirurgeons,

That the Members of His Majefty’s Council be, and hereby are ex-
empted from Military Watches and Warding, |

That the Captain and Commiflion Officers of each Company, fball and

hereby are fully impowered to nominate and appoint proper Perfons to ferve
as Serjeants and Corporals in their refpeive Companics, and to dif-

place them and appoint others in their Room, as they fhall fee Oc-
cafion.

or oftner if required, every Captain or chief
¢e Order for a diligent Enquiry into the
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That fuch prope

|l be appointe
e Y PI()i amother be

1 Thall be under Qath

- Clerk of the Militar

truly to perform the Office of _ y

7/‘ g Ua{ra f:;i: t/;e Comm’;nd of A B. Captan, 1o the utrfacyi of your
s PO ' ffice according to Law.

8kt ana Power, in all Things appertaining to yuur |

So help you GOD.

&1d for évery Diftraint made forany Fine not exceeding Forty Shillings,
Ke (hall have onie (bartél" Part for his Pains and Tl_'ouble, an_d for {uch
Fines he mav diftrain ex officio, and in fuch Dhftrels fhall obferve {uch
Rules as the Law hath provided 1 other Cafes; and upon Ten Days Notice
(hall account with, and pav the Captain or chief Officer what Fines he
hath received, his own Fart being deducted.

The chief Military Officer 6f the Regiment, as often as he fhall fee
eaufe, (hall require the Captain or chief Officér of each Company in his
Regiment, to meet at fuch Time and Place as he (hall appoint, and there
with them to confer and give in charge fuch Orders as thall by them, or
the major Part of them, be judged meet for the better ordering and fetling

their feveral Companies, and for the better promoting Military Difcipline
amongft them; and the chief Officer is hereby impowered by 3f:i's Wafrant
Regiment, to fummon or caulé

A.&, and according
their Cognizance, and
or Warrants of Diftrefs to the

ed s for cxccutlng

direted to any Clerk or Officer of his

to be brought before them any Offender againit this
‘to Law to hear and determine all Matters proper for
to give Sentence, and to grant Mittimus

lerk of the Company where the Offence is committ

the Offence committed. that {
I« , o the Party m:
Excufe, it any he hath, why he fhould iot .




their fuperior Officers, on Penalty of Five Pounds, to be h

mined at the next Meeting of the chief Officers and Captains of the Reos

ment, and the Fine to be taken by Diftres and Sale of the Ofﬁ:ndgr’;
Goods, ( returning the Overplus if any be) by Warrant from the chief
Officer of the Regiment, dire@ed to the Clerk of the Company to which
fuch Offender belongs, and to be applied to the Ufe and Benefit of fuch

Company as the Officers fo met {hall agree, their Expences being firft de-
frayed out of the fame, not cxceeding Twenty Shillings.

Thatan Alarm at the Citadel in the Town of Halifax, being made upon
fuch Caufes as are agreable to Inftru@ions to be given by the Governor or

Commander 1n chief for the Time being, to the Officer commanding at the
faid Citadel, fhall be by firing a Beacon at the Summit of the Citadel Hill; or
fuch other Place as the Governor or Commander in chief for the Time be-

ing fhall hereafter appoint, and by firing four Guns at the Parade in the faid
Town of Halifax, or at fuch other Place as the Governor or Commandet

in chief for the Time being fhall appoint, diftin(tly one after the other:
and allo by firing four Guns at Georges Ifland, diftin&ly one after the other,
and at the Diftance of Five Minutes after the Firing the Four firft menti-
oned Guns at the Parade, or fuch other Place as aforefaid, all Perfons being
called up to Arm, upon whichall the'trained Officers, Soldiers, and others
capable to bear Arms, that are then refident in the faid Town, Suburbs,
or Peninfula of Halifax, in cafethe Alarm fhould be made, fhall forthwith
appear compleat with their Arms and Ammanition a.cco“rding to Law,; at
fuch Place or Places of Rendezvous as may from Time to Time, be ap-
pointed by the Goveroor or Commander in chief for the Time bc!95, thcre
to attend fuch Commands as fhall be given for His Ma]e{_t!’s _Sér!ld!,- and
That, on the Penalty of Five Pounds, or " bree Months Imprifonment; The
Members of His Majelty's Council, Juftices, and Provoft-Marfhal to at-
tend upon his Excellency the Governor, if at Halr/fax, and in other Placesto
appear and advite with the chicf Military Officers of the Place where -fuchAl;rql
{hall be made, and to be affiiting in His Majefty’s Service according tot (:ur
Quality. And if any Perfon fhall ;Jilh}lly énakc ;nyff;aéfc (}Aé:it:nn,mb; g:- .
: s Maj tv Pounds, for Suo of the -
i":lcﬁ't::rn C‘I('iu:'?‘ﬂls TVI&JCﬂY .~ And a.llgs]zrms in other Parts of the
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All Fines, Penaltie, and Forfeitures arifing by Virtue of this AQ or any
Breach thereof, (not otherwife difpofed of therein) fhall be for the Ule of
ny refpectively wherein the fame dotharife, (that

the Regiment of Compa
isto fay,) for the procuring and repairing Drums, Colours, Banners, Halbert,
pay of Drummers, or other (lmrge of the fuid Company, and the QOver-

slns,k (1l aI'\_\; be) to l\cl*llnid out 1n Arme and Ammunition for a Town
rock : and be recoverabie Ly il | | jon in
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And itishereby humbly requefted of his Excellency the Caprain General

by the Affembly, And be 1t ena Sed, Tl |

_ \ I enaciea, vt whilft there s e
lumﬂl;t‘:; of cegular Troops within the Town of ll’?!li/ﬂrli;,:‘&i ;\‘ :l)ll]!\ lc‘nt
the Miira of the Town (hall be pared from Watching and Warding with-

out the Picketted Lines of the Town.




